What is a Learning Progression?

AIM Observational assessment has defined 60 essential knowledge and skills that important for

kindergarten success. We call these Learning Progressions. We call these Learning Progressions because
(in most cases) they emerge at infancy or toddlerhood and continue to develop in complexity and scope
into the kindergarten year. Each Learning Progression is measured along a 9-level continuum of growth.

9-Level Continuum

In the AIM Observational assessment each of the 60 Learning Progressions includes a 9-level continuum.
These nine levels outline how a specific progression emerges and develops over time. Each level is
associated with an age range during which it would most typically occur or mature. Most progressions
emerge in infancy, but others will emerge beginning in toddlerhood or the early preschool years.
Regardless of when these progressions emerge, they all continue to develop through the kindergarten
year.

Looking at the progression below, the level range doesn’t begin until 3.1 because the progression isn’t
expected to emerge until toddlerhood. If a teacher feels the child is not at the level of 3.1 for this
particular progression based on age or behavior, then the progression should not be measured at all for
that child.

Cognition/Mathematics (CM)
Geometry and Measurement: Shape

CM.C.2. Two-Dimensional Shapes
Explores two-dimensional shapes and expands ability to match, identify and desaibe these figures.

Level Range Indicators

Level 1 Emerging | 11
Infant
(0-9 months) Progressing | 1.5
¥ Ready 19
Level 2 Emerging | 21
. e Progressing | 2.5
+ Ready 29
Level 3 Emerging 3.1 | Identifies real-world objects represented in a two-dimensional format, such as.
Toddl pictures or il (ot of two houses:

Progressing | 3.5 [ * Foints to an object (e.q., star, heart) represented as an ;xutline of that figure in a
picture book when prompted by caregiver.
+ Ready 39| + Seesa drawing (asopposed toa photo) of a cat and names/signs it as a cat.

Matches simple shapes (circles, squares, triangles) in play through trisl and error:

.Todder Progressing | 4.5 [ * Matches a cirde cutout to a circular outline je.g., ® 3 C)
@ + o Ready I Fits a triangle button into a triangular mold.

Level 5 Emerging | 5.1 | Matches and identifies a few basic two-dimensional shapes, such as a circle, square,
Preschool Entry o= and possibly some triangles, parti vt éem‘rj ing all sidk
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Preschool Beginning | 5, T L i four sides as opposed to being titedy
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